Discourse Markers
1.
focusing and linking
with reference to
talking/speaking of/about
regarding
as regards
as far as ... concerned
as for
e.g. With reference to your letter of March 12, I am
pleased to inform...
2.
balancing contrasting points
on the other hand while whereas
e.g. Some languages are..., whereas other are.... While his wife liked..., he ....
3.
emphasizing a contrast
how ever
nevertheless (form)
mind you
still
yet 
in spite of this
e.g. I don't like the job. Still/ Mind you, the money
is OK.
4.
similarity
similarly
in the same way
e.g. In summer the roads are crowed. Similarly, there
are a lot of traffic jams at that time.
5. concession and counter-argument
concession
it is true
of course
certainly
if
may
stressed do
counter-argument
however
even so
but
nevertheless
nonetheless
all the same
still
e.g. …cannot agree with the colonialism. It is true
that the British may have done something good in
India. Even so, colonialism is evil.

6.
contradicting
on the contrary
e.g. Interesting lecture? - On the contrary, a waste of
time.
7.
dismissal of previous discourse
anyway
anyhow
at any rate
at least
e.g. I'll come at 5 or at 6. Anyway, I'll be on time.
8.
change of subject
by the way
incidentally
right
all right
now
OK
e.g. Any questions? Now, I'll tell you about the
exam.
9.
return to the previous subject
as I was saying
e.g. ... on the roof- Stop shouting! As I was saying,
they should mend the roof....
10.
structuring
first(ly)
first of all
second(ly)
third(ly)
lastly
finally
to begin with
to start with
in the first/second/third place
for one thing
for another thing
e.g. I won't dance. To start with, my feet hurt. For
another thing, you can't dance. And thirdly, ...
11.
adding
moreover (form)
furthermore (form)
in addition
as well as that
on top of that (inform)
another thing is...
what is more
besides
in any case
e.g. She took my bike and didn't return on time. On top of that, she broke it!

I mean
e.g.   Apparently Susie is pregnant.
12.
generalizing
on the whole
in general
in all/most/many/ some cases
broadly speaking
all in all
by and large
to a great extent
to some extent
apart from...
except for...
e.g. On the whole, I had a happy childhood.
13.
giving examples
for instance
for example
e.g.
in particular
e.g. We don't like our new kitchen. In particular, we
don't like the quality of wood... .
14.
logical consequence
therefore (form)
as a result (form)
consequently (form)
so

e.g. Therefore 2x-16= l7y+6.
15.
making things clear, giving details
I mean
actually
that is to say
in other words
e.g. Anyway, he actually believes.,..
16.
softening and correcting
I think
I feel
I reckon (inform)
I guess (American)
in my view/opinion (form)
apparently
so to speak
more or less
sort of (inform)
kind of (inform)
well
really
that is to say
at least
I'm afraid
I suppose
jx rather
actually

17.
gaining time
let me see
let's see
well
you know
I mean
I don't know
kind of
sort of
e.g. Why did you do it? Well, you know, I don't
know, really, I mean, it just sort of seemed like a
good idea.
18.
showing one's attitude to what one
is saying
honestly
frankly
no doubt
e.g. What do you think of my hair? Frankly, dear,
it's a disaster.
19.
persuading
after all
look
look here
no doubt
e.g. We can let her go alone. After all, she is not a
child.
20.
referring to the other people's
expectations
actually (GB)
in fact
as a matter of fact
to tell the truth
well
e.g. How much were the carrots? In fact, I forgot to
buy them.
21.
summing up
in conclusion
to sum up
briefly
in short
to crown it all (inform about the bad)
all in all (inform)
e.g. He's lazy, ignorant and stupid. In short, he's
useless.
